[Image 4628: Everyone listening in tipi — with Eileen’s hands up like antlers]

[Eileen behoni dahéretth’3 njbali ch’ughe yé]

Caption: Eileen wanted to share one of her stories with the kids.

Caption: Eileen bunagheazeu bareaze hél yunizi honi behél honu.

[Image 4900 or 4905: Picture of antlers on own (life them out - or hands]

Caption: The sucker fish’s jaw bone. What does it look like to you?
Deldél yetth’éné. Edlaghe lalkath-a neba.

[Our Stories Sidebar]



Our Stories: How Female Moose Lost Her Beautiful Antlers

As Told by Eileen Beaver

Nuwe honi: Yunizi Denie Ts’udai bedé Niottsini yeghg nailchu ni
honi.Elleen behoni.

A long time ago, animals had the power to do anything they wanted. Animals could talk,
trees could talk, even the grass and rocks could talk. They still do, but most of us don’t
know how to listen any more. Back then, both male and female moose had antlers. They
loved their antlers. They were proud of their antlers. At that time, they were allowed to
take them off but they were to watch over them.

Yunizi ttha »>atthé ch’adi bjkézé natsere t’a t’asi yoréla1 dé bets’én heddhélu
bets’ie. Ch’adi dene tsén dene yati dayalti hadujleu, dechén na»3h dene
yorétthau, tf’ogheu tthe tth’i dene ts’én dayalti nisni. ?élo nuwets’én dayatt
kulu d¢ 13 dene yérétthjile nisni. Ku 2eyiniku Deniyaneu Deniye ts’uda denidé
hayetyani nisni. Bedé gh3 hadi. ?eyiniku bedé hayéle ha sohét’ele kulu 2etéh
vek’eghélni ha?3 nisni.

One spring, the male and female moose came down by the river to eat, just as the sun
was coming up. They were wading in the water because they love the water plants—the
fresh, juicy, and crunchy underwater plants. But, this one morning the female moose
was getting impatient when the plants got caught on her antlers. She said, “I'm just
going to rest my antlers on the rocks over here while I eat.”

?1la tuk’e nuddhére nik(, bidene sa ha»3, deniyaneu deniye ts’ida shehétih ha
tésbalai nare ni?as. Desyé dzeghe?3s ttoght tuyé néshe baghéde t’a — tiogoth,
ttogh nédler, yérelghaz tu yenéye ttogoth néshe. Ku, dibidéne deniye ts’ida
baye»(le hajah ttogh bedé nare njtih k’éldéth. Deniye ts’Gda hadi, “sedé hastju
ja yuwe tthe the?3 k’e nis?a ha shésti nast’éh ts’én.



The male moose said, “No! Creator says we’re not allowed to leave 1t alone. We're
supposed to take care of our things and care for our bodies.” “It will be okay,” she
replied. “If anything happens, it will be your fault,” he warned. She took off her beautiful
but heavy antlers and laid them on a rock, thinking, “It’ll be alright. It’s just while I
enjoy my breakfast.”

Deniyane hadi, “ ?jle! Niottsine nuwetni nuwe 2edé théne thila sana. ?eté
edéstuniu edésdodi hasj.” Deniye ts’udar hadi, “?éhasne hajle yetni.” “?e
2esajah dé, nén gharé nenétt’éh hasih yetni,” Deniyane denits’ida hatni, Deniye
ts’'uda bedé benat’ihu nedath betthi gh3 hahet’3u tthe k’e ni»ju haniddhén;
‘“Yesahene hdile bidéne shestih ttg1 hat’e.”.

Meanwhile, a sucker fish was running up the river. Sucker saw the beautiful antlers on
the rock and thought, “I'm going to play a trick on her and steal 1t,” he thought. All of a
sudden the sucker fish twirled and jumped up and got a wee bit bigger. He twirled and
jumped up again, and again got a wee bit bigger. He twirled and jumped up again, and
again got a wee bit bigger. Each twirl and jump got him just a bit bigger until he was big
enough to grab the antlers with his mouth and jump back into the water. The antler was
so big that it hurt his mouth so the sucker quickly tried to reverse his twirling to regain
his small size. As he shrunk, the antlers shrunk too, but they were stuck inside his
mouth.

?eyini ku, Deldél tuhelgés hanuddhere. La dedél tthe k’e deniye ts’idai bedé k’e
the>3 the>iu beghjsothéne niddhen, “Begh3 sudi ha bedé beghj nés»j ha,”
niddhen. T’agha dedél dzenareghithu tu tahalgésu ede?3s neyé k’e. Hanat’i
suwanut?3u dzenareghithu tu tahdalgosu 2etégh ye»aze neyéh. T’aghg kadhi
edéjze néyau deniye ts’adadé yéinéu tu yé heléyi. Deniedé deldél beda bejze
necha beda »eya. Deldélé néchile hésne ha?3 niddénu bedaghjt?al naregéthu
nahattheriu nechile nadli kulu denits’udadé deldélda ye »enetkéth.



To this day the animals must pay for their ways. Sucker paid for his thieving
mischievousness. Creator made him keep the heavy antlers in his mouth as a reminder
for stealing. Since then sucker fish mouth became pointed so they can only suck. His
kind became food for others to survive upon. This reminds them (and us) not to steal
from others. The Creator told the moose although you loved your antlers, you did not
respectfully care for it and responsibility for both sacredness. The male moose you told
the female “ whatever happens will be your own fault,” you will lose your antlers every
fall and grow them back. This is a reminder to help your female kind from making bad
choices. The female moose you asked, “what could happen,” then forgot to care for your
antlers. I am taking this gift from you. When the female moose calls she sounds like
she’s crying because she is brokenhearted and wants her beautiful antlers back. From
that day on female moose have not had antlers. This reminds us to look after the gifts
Creator has given us.

D diri dzine ts’én ch’adi edénedhi k’éttazih benani ha. Deldélé »ettthi
naltthérleu né>ia. Niottsine dedél deniye ts’udadé né»ja bék’etljzi beda ye
denidé thélts. Bets’) 23ne deldélé »asi dahéttuh beda dichuu Ch’andi
deldéléthén t'a daghena nisni. (Dene) edeghg ni»ih hach’a benaihilni ha.
Niottsine Deniye ts’én hadi, ?eds(huudileu edesghtutniléa nedé beghjnitgh
kulu jats’i nedé ka dathil»a ha. Deniye yane xaiyet3zi nudhére dé nedé neghj
hattth’ire tth’1 naneshé ha. Ts’uda ts’én haininu, “talasi haja dé nén nutt’e ha”
dinia, ?eyi1 ka nedé jats’i xaytas ket’a nedé haltth’ire. DJ tajah si benolni ha.
Nén tth’1 deniye ts’uda 2etéh nedé bek’eghilnilea jats’i nedé negh3 ndischu.
Ghére “edlaghené ha” niddhén>u beghgnila njt’a. Beghjnjtah huli nede
bek’anithi?da beka hjtsa ha. T'gné netsa horétth3 diri nete?>3 yenatni. ?eyi t’a
dene deldélé hiltu deldélé tthi helbéz sheghetih dé denidé deldélda hayeltju diri
yunizi héni bendlni ha nisni.
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